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BUT THE NOKKERS 
WERE MERELY LURKIN 


be « PERFORMING 
“A WORLD AT PEACE§ 


EOPLE 

(CLES. LINAWARE OF. 

NCA THE NOKKERS: \\\ 
oS 


| __ | /T.SOUNZS LIKE | 
_ | THE NOKKERS ARE 


4 HEREBECAUSE = 


eS 
L THOUGHT. \ 
THE PEACEEUL 
€ WORLD. HADES 
PRE WORKED TOWARD, 
eb. N FOR HLINDREDS OF 


(A YEARS WAS FINALLY, ti 


4 


Kona 


Oo 


fa 
Se 


SO MUCH AND THERE'S PEOPLE 
SO THAT NO-. LIVE IN 


BODY SHOULD © STURDY 
HAVE TIME HOMES. 
70 WORRY. =U . 


LE : 7 


THERE'S 
NO ONE 
STARVING 


IN TOWN. 


BACK, 
FU-CHAN/ 


WELCOME 


Ease 
zs 
= 
oe 
crema 
ere 


: ee 


at 
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? 


van 


IT'S. 
AWFULLY. 


OO 


Seats 


ss 
Rear 
3 
Ss 
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MARCH?! 
WHAT 
HAPPENED 
TO YOU?! 


YOU ALL 
RIGHT?! 


ee 
= Se 


. 
ee 


NOMOR?! 
WHAT 
DOES THAT 


WHAT 
DOES 
“NOMOR” 


WHY ARE YOU 
SCREAMING 
THE SECOND 


7 Mal 
me TN Hl 


TONARI/! 
WHAT HAPPENED?! 
SOMETHING’S WRONG 
WITH MARCH AND 
IDDY/! WHO’S THAT 


OH... SO LADY DOWNSTAIRS?! 
STUDYING, SHE WAS RE WHAT’S “NOMOR” 
SO IF YOU’RE TRYING TO JUST LEARNING 
: HOW TO HOLD 
..@ WRITE “NO CHOPSTICKS 
y fi MORE”? AND WRITE FROM 
ey. THEIR TUTOR. 


YOU'VE 
GOT THEM, |) 
TOO, FUSHI.N 


HAPPENED 
TO YOU, 
TONARI...? 


WH-WHAT 
HAPPENED, 


HOOLIGAN AND WE’D 


WAS MAKING 
BETTER NOT 
BLADES WITH- 
OUT PERMIS- CATCH YOU 
SION. DOING THIS 


KEEP AGAIN. 


AN EYE ON 
HIM FROM 


per saad 


=" | AN 2 
——= . Wi ae 


é: 
Paes 


ane 
PSs 
Co 
fe eetetett 


DON’T LET 
ME CATCH 
YOU DOING 
THAT AGAIN 


? 


eoe@@ 


GONE. 


Q 
kz 
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WHILE I WAS 


Ven 4 \ 


7 


\ 
xX A K<SKe ee 


OH, I JUST 
FELL DOWN 


SOME 
STAIRS!! 


DID THEY 
BREAK 
WHEN 
YOU FELL 
EARLIER? 


IF I HADN’T 
STEPPED 
OUT FOR 

AN ERRAND, 

EVERYTHING 

WOULD’VE 

BEEN FINE. 

SORRY. 


OH, MAYBE 
HE BIT 
DOWN ON 
HIS FALSE 


HAPPENED 
TO BEA 
LITTLE OFF 


pA 


y, ff 
ff | | 


| 
Hl 
cy iar . 


HE HAD TO 
GO OVER- 
SEAS ON 


BUSINESS. 


ty 


Heh an 


OH YEAH, 


WHERE’S 


Seeeen 


HAPPENED 
TO EVERY- 


BLARGH! 
GROSS!! 


i 


i 


BETTER 
THAN BEIN’ 
DEAD, 
AIN‘T IT? 


WELL, A NEW 
ENVIRON- 
MENT ISN’T 
ENOUGH TO 
SHAKE ME. 


YEAH, YOU 
HAVEN’T 
CHANGED, 
MESSAR. 


THEY DON’T 
LOOK HAPPY... 


DOES IT LOOK 
LIKE EVERYONE 
CHANGED 
WHILE YOU 
WERE GONE? A 


WE WERE ALL 
DRAGGED 
INTO THIS 

NEW WORLD 
WITH NO 
WARNING. 


NOW WE’RE 
TRYIN’ TO 
FIGURE OUT 
HOW TO 
LIVE HERE. 


BECAUSE 
I’M WIDE 
AWAKE. 


AT 
YOUR 
FRIENDS, 


pees 


THIS 
THING'S 
CHAFING 


MY SCAR. .-eL DON’T 


THINK THAT 
SCAR’S 
REALLY 

FROM 
FALLING 
DOWN... 


OH! SORRY! 
THERE MUST 
BE SOME- 
THING ELSE 


See ee: 
OSS IIS 
Saaaaaa Po ee 
see eer 


WES 

pees ON ONS 
SEE VOT NE NNN 
SRE RBS SN SY, 
Av SSNS 
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OH, 
WHERE’D 
THIS WEIRD 
THING COME 
FROM? 


THAT'S THE 
CRAYFISH 
MASK REAN 
MADE 
oe z FOR YOU. 


- Y : DOESN’T 
. AKE THAT TAKE , 
YOU BACK? 


=A CRAP, I 
~) CALLED IT 
) WEIRD!! 


GET TO GIVE 
IT TO YOU. 


HOW'S IT 
LOOK?! 


LN 


se} 


oeee 
Wesesecencccs 


Sttcccs 


I WISH 
I COULD 
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35 
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ARE YOU 
SERIOUS 
GUGU. 


CoE 


? 


TO 
MAN, 
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o+5 
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ras 


YOU WANT 
IT REALLY 
TOOK ME 


AND, 


2 


YOU FIRST 
BROUGHT 
ME BACK IN 
TAKUNAHA, 
RIGHT 


THE BOOZE 
WAS STILL 


MAN’S SHOP 


ul 

3 >: 
OS < 
=< 
EEZ 
~Ot 

a 

7? 


ISN'T 
THIS THE 
PERFECT 


7 
WE aie ; 
CLEAN UP THOSE \ 


| 


A 


TIME? 
A “ROGTSEREnT Ooms / | 
| RENRIL NOW THE INTER- i 
THAT THEY'VE % 
BN NATIONAL 
aera UpnoorER 
ALLIANCE 
WANTS TO 
— PULL OUT 
ALL THOSE 
ROOTS YOU 


PLANTED!! 


AREA (5 FULL 
OF LOCALS 
PROTESTING 
THIS PLAN! 


OURe ee Picci iarreseng |e 
4 BROY I. JUST AS 
ARGH! OM DONE YET! || aatialtas 


50 THAT 
NONSENSE ABOUT 
THEIR GROLWTH 
STOPPING WAS 
JUST LIES FROM 
THE CHURCH OF 
BENNETT! 


4 


Gi 


INKS. 


(cae, 


WORK, YOU 


WE TOLD 
YOU THAT 
WE FELL. 
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I GUESS 
IT’S HARD TO 
BLAME ‘EM 
WHEN I LOOK 
LIKE THIS, 


SCHOOL FROM |_|} 
\ THE START. 


FOR BETTER 
l/ OR WORSE, 

EVERYONE WAS f 
{ INTERESTED 


— IF ONLY 
| ene WE HAD 
BEEN IN 

THE SAME 


PESTERED HIM 
EVERY DAY 
WITH THEIR 

CURIOSITY. 


COME ON! 
JUST SHOW 


YOU THINK 
THEY'LL BE 
SATISFIED 
IF I SHOW 


WE WEREN‘T 
TEASING HIM, 
SENSEI! WE 
JUST WANTED 
TO KNOW ABOUT 
HIS MASK! 


HEY, 
LEAVE THE 
NEW KID 
ALONE! 


YOU'RE 
KINDA 

2) AVERAGE | 
« A 


.. THERE'S A 
NEW HOTSHOT Noy 
AROUND HERE. = | 
\ THAT You? $£ 


--eAND EVEN 
NASTIER 
TYPES 
ARRIVED. 


a ACCHAN 
you GOT RUNS THIS 

SOME NERVE AREA. 
ACTIN’ ALL 

BIG WITHOUT 

INTRODUCIN’ 

YOURSELF!! 


OH, 
SO YOU'RE A 
TOUGH GUY, 
HUNH? 


COME ON, 
I DIDN’T DO 
ANYTHING. 


HAVEN) 
DARN 


SSS 
SS 


WES Ss 
TERS 


YOU 

PLANNIN’ TO 
BE THE CITY 
MASCOT OR 
SOMETHIN’?! 


YOU'LL 
PAY FOR 


I GUESS 
TLL GET 

MIXED UP 
IN THIS, 


GO EASY ON 
HIM OR YOU'LL 
JUST MAKE 
TROUBLE FOR 
KAZUMITSU! 


GUGU SAID 
HE WANTED 


TO GO BACK @ 


TO TAKU- 


SURE, 
IT’S A NICE 
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ONE DAY, WE 
WERE BEING FE} 
LED AWAY 


BY GUYS IN [4 
pr = 


AND THAT 
BRINGS 
YOU UP TO 


aa 


\) 


/ t DON’T REALLY 
UNDERSTAND 
WHAT IT MEANS 


HARD FOR 
YOU HERE, 
TOO, 
HAIRO? 


ALSO GOING 
TO LEAVE THAT 
HOUSE. WITHIN 
THE YEAR. 


THERE’S 
A PLACE 
FOR YOU 

TO SLEEP, 
AND THE 
FOOD IS 

GOOD! 


BECAUSE 
I CAN’T 
ACT LIKE 
A CHILD 
FOREVER. 


: COUNT ALL 
‘ THE YEARS 
THAT \ = I’VE BEEN ALIVE, 
HOUSE y, I’M OLDER THAN 
ISN’T \ hi KAZUMITSU. 


GOOD 
ENOUGH? 


SETTLE 
DOWN, 
PLEASE. 


I’M NOT YOU LIKE? 
LEAVING SCHOOL? 
BECAUSE ME?! 


I DON’T 
LIKE IT. 


I SIMPLY 
WANT TO SEE 
ALL SORTS OF 
PLACES IN THIS 

FUN, NEW WORLD 
YOU BROUGHT | 


EAS eS NA 7s ‘ : 
N NT 


YOU DON’T 
ACTUALLY THINK 
FUSHI’S GONNA 
SEND YOU OFF 
WITH A SMILE, 
DO YOU? WITH 
THE WAY THINGS 


HIS LITTLE 
BROTHER, 
TOO. 


EAN WOULD DO. 


YOU’RE 
SERIOUS 
ABOUT WANTIN’ 
TO GO BACK 
TO TAKUNAHA, 


JUST LET 
HIM IN. 
SPILL 

ALL YOUR 

WORRIES 


SHEESH... 
WHY’D 
HE HAVE 
TO COME 
HOME SO 
SUDDENLY? 


I NEVER 
WANTED HIM 


TO SEE ME 
ALL BEAT UP 
LIKE THAT. 


FUSHI-SAN 
ISN’T BACK? , 


AFTER I TOLD 
: HIM ABOUT 
OUR FIGHT... 
HE RAN OFF 
SOMEWHERE 
LIKE HE HAD 


/ I THOUGHT 


IT’S JUST 


US AND THE pieNa 
ANIMALS SEE YOU, 
HERE RIGHT 


GUGU... J, N 
NOW. . fo 


| , 


PAS = ay 
AQ wr l 
I'VE GOT Bes | 
A BAD pe x aD SVG / 
FEELING DRAWS SIV Z 
CIOIEUDEE 


WHO CAN 
FIND FUSHI 
FOR ME?! 


=~ || GONNA GO 
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TOOK THIS 
STREET... 


GOSH 
IT’S THAT ! 
BOY WITH THE }: ANOTHER 
MASK AGAIN, 
ISN’T IT2 WHAT 

A TROUBLE- 


= THAT’S 


a7 zee 
ING), 


Lrg 


YL aie a 
PELL LTE EEE 


oN 


ARE YOU 
THINKING, 
WEARING MY 
MASK LIKE 


TO YOU IN |S 


fi 


U/ 
(\ 


WHEN I WAS 
WALKING I WANTED TO 


IHATE TOWN THOSE : (KNOW WHAT 
PEOPLE THAT GUYS PICKED 1oUR Ee is 
HURT YOU, A FIGHT WITH { es 
SO I GOT Mee 
ANGRY... 


ett 


Yip 
Hi 


yy 
YY 
ty 


yy 
Yr 
if 
WY 


I DIDN’T 
MEAN TO 
PUT YOU 
THROUGH 
THIS. 


Uy 
Yy 


YOU WERE 
PLOWING 
THE FIELD 
FOR A 
POTATO 
LIKE ME. 


Yy 
Yy 
Yf 
Yy 


iy 
Uf, 
Yi 
Uy 
YY 


Yy, 
Wy 


WY 
YY, 
Y} 
UY 

NY 
Uy, 
Uy 


My 
yy 
Uff, 
Ys 


I NEVER 
NOTICED. 


Ly, 
Wy 


HE LOOKED 
JUST LIKE 
\ MY BROTHER. 


CHANGED 
SINCE TAKUNAHA 


IS A BETTER 
PLACE THAN 


REALIZED 
MY BROTHER 
PROTECTED 
THE PLACE. 


OH, THIS? 
WEIRD, ISN’T 
IT? I JUST 
BOUGHT IT. 


NO, IT’S REALLY 
GREAT! BUT 
I GUESS IT /S 
FESTIVAL TIME. 


PLEASE 
COME IN. 
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BOYFRIEND TO 
COME BACK 


SHE’S THE 
LADY WHO 
USED TO 
RUN THIS 


i 


\ 


L 
so 
Rah 

|! ; 
‘ ! 
h 

zs 


HERE, 
THIS IS THE 

SHOP AS 
IT LOOKED 
THEN. 


IT HASN’T 
CHANGED 
MUCH, HAS 


ANCESTOR 
HAD IT 
PAINTED 

MANY, MANY 

YEARS AGO. 


: THIS 

/ f PERSON 

qi i THE MAN WAS MY 

*s ‘ pleaeglises ANCESTOR. 
Ate poate OWNER OF 

ps poaso THE SHOP. 


AGAIN. 


HERE’S 
you. 


WELCOME 
BACK... 


Gr 


> — on 
> —N 
whe . 


A > 


NN 


4 Ri ~ 
THE MASK... 
AND YOUR & 3 
PHYSIQUE, 


YOU'LL BE TOO... YOU 
A BIG HIT AT LOOK JUST 
THE FESTIVAL LIKE HIM!! 
TOMORROW!! 


HEY, 
YOU READY 
TO START 
DECORATIN’ 
7! 
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IT’S A FESTIVAL 
TO HONOR THE 
MONSTER GUGU 
WHO DEFENDED 
THE PEOPLE OF 
THIS LAND FROM 
EVIL CREATURES. 


SINCE 
THIS IS THE 
LEGENDARY LAND 
WHERE HE WAS 
BORN, WE HOLD 
THIS FESTIVAL TO 
REMEMBER HIM 
EVERY YEAR. 


OH, YEAH!! 
THAT'S 
RIGHT!! THE 
FESTIVAL!! 


FEEL FREE 
TO COME BACK 
TOMORROW! 


I WAS 
LOOKING 
FORWARD 


¢ 
le 4 
i 


YOU'RE 
_|\ WEARING THAT 
4) OLITFIT AND YOU 
DON’T EVEN 


WHAT KIND OF 
FESTIVAL IS 
THIS AGAIN? 

uv & 


: , Orr. AH!! IT’S 
i 
GUGU:: . GUGU!! 


NO ONE 
HURT ME. 


I KNEW 
THIS WAS A GIFT 
LEFT FOR ME BY 
MY BROTHER, 
REAN, AND THE 
BOOZE MAN. 


THEY ALL 
WELCOMED 


MEMORIES 
OF TAKUNAHA 


MY BROTHER, 
MY FAMILY, 
MY HOME... 


-ooL DON’T 
PLAN ON 
LEAVING 

My LITTLE 

BROTHER 

BEHIND... 


--OR 
MAKING 
HIM SAD. 


NO MATTER 
HOW MANY 
JERKS THERE 
ARE HERE, 

I WON’T GO TO 
TAKUNAHA. 


WW, 


Wancy 


I'M A WEAK 
BIG BROTHER, 
GETTIN’ 
TEMPTED BY 
TAKUNAHA!! 
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WHAT'S 
THAT FACE 
SUPPOSED 
TO MEAN?! 


HAHAHA...! 


HAHA! 


I WAS JUST 
THINKING 
THAT I’VE 

GOT A LOT 

MORE WORK 


MIOQK : 


I\ g==4 


#149 The Path 


THE ONLY 
ONE ABSENT 
TODAY IS 
MIZUHA, 
BECAUSE OF 


SEE ME AFTER 
SCHOOL. YOU’RE 
GOING TO TAKE 
THE TEST FROM 
THE OTHER DAY. 


HAIRO SAID 
HE’LL LEAVE 
EVENTUALLY. 


TONARI... 
GUGU 
MIGHT GO 
BACK TO 


A TAKUNAHA. 


is 


OH, THATTA 
BOY, FUSHI. 


ACTUALLY 
SHOWED 
UP TODAY. 


NO, 
I’M JUST 
READING 
FOR FUN. 


THIS PLACE. 

THERE ARE 

PLENTY OF 
BOOKS. 


I HAVEN’T 
THOUGHT 
ABOUT ANY- 
THING LIKE 
THAT YET. 


IT LOOKED 


LIKE EVERYONE }' 
WAS HAVING 
TROUBLE 
LIVING. 


IF I 
HAHAHA! HAD MADE 


MAYBE THIS A MORE 
YOU’RE ATTRACTIVE 
RIGHT! PLACE, NO ONE 
A| , WOULD THINK 
“= | ABOUT LEAVING, 
WOULD THEY? 


IS THAT 
WHY YOU 
=| LOOK SO 
. DOWN? 
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I ALSO MIGHT 
LEAVE IF I FIND 
SOMETHING 
INTERESTING. 


BUT YOU 
WANT A WORLD 
WITHOUT 
SUFFERING 
LIKE THE 
\\ NOKKERS DO, 


r =IYM JUST 
SAYING THAT 
YOU CAN 
LIVE WITHOUT 
SUFFERING— 
WOULDN’T 
THAT BE 


I ONLY WANT 
TO MAKE 
EVERYONE’S 
BUT DREAMS 


INSTEAD COME TRUE. 


> PAIN AND 
Ss: ANXIETY 
YOUR ALWAYS COME 
TO THOSE WHO 
= pete CHASE THEIR 
ALL OF 4 DREAMS. 


OURS, 
RIGHT? 


AND 
THAT’S 
WHY YOU 
LOOK SO 
PAINED. 


GUGU 

AND HAIRO  }\, 
ARE JUST f° 
LIKE YOU. 


STILL, 

NO MATTER 
HOW PERFECT 
A PARADISE 
YOU TURN THIS 
PLACE INTO... 


--- YOURE 
NOT GONNA 
GET RID OF 

PEOPLE’S PAIN 
AND DOUBTS. 


BECAUSE 
WE’RE 
HUMAN. 


QUITE A 
DILEMMA, 
ISN’T IT? 


IT’S SO 
IMPORTANT, 
THAT I WANT 

TO KEEP IT 
TO MYSELF. 


«oe THEY 
DON’T 
HAVE TO 
RUSH IT... 


THEY'RE 
LOOKING 
|| FOR THEIR 
I CAN KEEP | | \ OWN LIVES. 

: YOU ALIVE | fa 
[i[\ Forever... 


AND 
JUST LIKE 
ME. 


WHEN YOU 
GAVE ME THIS 
YOUNG FORM, 

I ALSO GOT NEW 
WORRIES ALONG 
WITH IT, YOU 


YOUR THIRD 
LIFE GOES 
FAST. 


FUSHI, 
HAVE YOU 
EVER BEEN 


HAVE 


YOU EVER 
pps gamed ageir cue 
ABOUT OUR 


LAST THOUGHTS |. LIVES? 


WHEN WE DIED 
BEFORE? 


--OR 
WORRIED 
OVER HOW 
WE MIGHT 
LIVE FROM 
NOW ON? 


2Q4neier = 
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TOLD YOU 
NOT TO 
WORK WITH 
ONE ARM. 


YES, 
THAT’S IT. 


BREATHE 
IN THROUGH 
YOUR NOSE 
AND...NOW!/ 
HOLD YOUR 

BREATH! 


YOU 
DID IT!! 


a 
y 


we 
/T HURTS 


/ IN MY 
CHEST... 


THEY. THEY 
LOOKED WERE 
| HAPPY... SMILING... 


ISMW’T THAT 
A GOOD 
THING? 


THE MARCH 


ce I KNEW 
COULON’T 
: ge : WRITE 
BN ey Sed in 


LETTERS... 
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Eee |S 
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BYE-BYE, 
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BECAUSE 


LEAVE ME 
OR WERE 
YOU JUST 

LAUGHING 
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IT STARTED FEELING 
LIKE THEY’RE GONNA 


L THIS TIME, 
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Bee 


MAYBE IT’S 
WEIRD FOR 
ME TO THINK 
THERE’S NO 
POINT LIVING 
WITHOUT 
EVERYONE... 


YOU KNOW, 
MARCH SAID 
| | SOMETHING 
BON?/ SIMILAR 
YOU’RE ONCE. 


BACK?! 


SHE TRIED vw \} THAT 


; UM SHE WOULDN’T 
DESPERATELY | |? Jel Se ADO at 


TOSTOP | ve ALL TO GROW 
BUT YOU YOU. Z INTO AN ADULT 
IGNORED THAT 5 WITHOUT YOU. 
AND WENT INTO idl 
A SLUMBER 
TO CONTINUE 
YOUR FIGHT. 


THEN SHE 
USED POISON 
AND TOOK 
HER OWN 


COMMITTED 
SUICIDE 
RIGHT AT *TOOK 
YOUR SIDE. HER OWN 
LIFE” 
SHE ule 
DIDN’T 
SUFFER. 


SO IF YOU EVER 
QUESTIONED HIM, 
HE COULD CLAIM 
HE DIDN’T UNDER- 
STAND THE PAIN 

IN PEOPLE’S 
HEARTS. 


“ONE DAY 
IN THE 
FUTURE, 
FUSHI WILL 
SURELY 


“AND FOR 
THAT DAY’S 
SAKE, WE MUST 
SPREAD THE 
LEGEND-NOT 
OF FUSHI THE 
DEMON, BUT OF 
FUSHI THE 
MESSIAH.” 


| 
ee 


Frm 


ESR 


ae 


ee 
a will 


PERAINY 


ANSON 
my 


HAIRO 


PSN 


EkZ Sy 
= 
ett 


ES eat 


PLAYED THE 


VILLAIN. 


HAIRO 
SAW IT 
THROUGH. 


I TOLD HER 
THERE WAS NO 
REASON FOR 
HER TO FEEL 
BAD ABOUT IT, 
BUT NOTHING 
CONVINCED 


SEEING 
THAT, HAIRO 
SHOWED 
ME WHAT 


BUT TONARI, 
WHO MADE 
THE POISON, 
SUFFERED. 


GUGU WAS 
THE FIRST 
MARTYR. 


pals HIS sey | 
THE COUNTRY O 
SONIA TOOK OVER HE FOUGHT 
MANAGEMENT TO DEFEND 
OF YOUR BODY YOU FROM 
DIRECTLY. THOSE THAT 
HATED YOU. 


OR AND MESSAR 
aay Oe KEPT WATCH ), 
HE NEVER SER SA OVER SONIA’S 
HAD MUCH OF @H3- 3 MOVEMENTS. /u 
AWILL TO LIVE, = as BETS 
BUT MESSAR 
CONNECTED THE 
LANDS OF URALIS 
AND SONIA. 


AND KAI 
KEPT ME 
CONNECTED 
TO URALIS. 


BY THE TIME BUT THERE 
THE FIGHTING WERE MANY 
SETTLED DOWN, BATTLES WITH 
THE CHURCH 
FINALLY CAME CUM ERIEbis \\ OF BENNETT'S 
TO pene WENT TO THE PARISH 
ONES WHO BATTLEFIELD COUNTRIES 
\. HAD LIVED 
\. SO LONG. 


IN THE END, . © [But None 
I WAS THE 3 Bh OoF THEM 
LtastTOGO. | | <: ° ~~ fi DED. 


ea gints 


— se 
AE oe uotgy 


WE ALL 
WAITED FOR 


CURRENTLY, 
YOU ARE 
WORRYING 
THAT EVERYONE 

\ 1S GOING TO 
#\ ABANDON YOU, / 


BUT 
YOU/RE 


EVERYONE IS _ ear 
WORKING THEIR ¥ 
HARDEST TO 
LIVE ALONG- 
SIDE YOU. 


WHO DO YOU 
THINK ASKED 
ME TO COME 
BACK SO FAST 
BECAUSE 
THEY WERE 
WORRIED 


2 
MESSAR ABOUT YOU: 


| ‘| CAN YOU 
| ' BELIEVE 
THEY DON’T » Q THAT? 
DISLIKE YOU : : 
ENOUGH TO WANT 
TO LEAVE. IN FACT, NORMALLY, 
I’M SURE THEY HE'S ONLY 
WANT YOU TO 
BE HAPPY. GIRLS. 


MANY... 
MORE 
TIMES... .7 


ayers 


HOW 
MANY MORE 
TIMES...CAN 
I EAT WITH 
EVERYONE? 


THOUSAND 
TIMES...7 


<4 FUN WITH Fa: 
HOW MANY : “VA EVERY- 
MORE TIMES Pm ONE...? 
WILL I SEE ae 
EVERYONE...7 


OH, 
PLENTY 
OF 
TIMES!! 
THAT'S 
A LIE! 


AS MANY 


AS YOU 
LIKE// 


«ee THE LAST 
TIME WILL 
DEFINITELY 
COME. 


B-BE- 
BECAUSE 
TONARI 
SAID... 


.-e-EVERY- 
ONE’S GOING 
TO LIVE...AND 
DIE HERE. 


I-I-I-I KNOW 
THAT EVERYONE 
WANTS TO... 
MAKE THEIR OWN 
DREAMS COME 

TRUE, NOT TO 
LIVE WITH ME 
FOREVER. 


WHETHER IT’S A 
THOUSAND TIMES 
OR A HUNDRED 
TIMES, CAN’T YOU 
THINK OF THAT 
AS ENOUGH? 


EVEN IF IT 

WAS ONLY 

ONE MORE 
TIME. 


SORRY. 
IT WAS 
TIME FOR 
DINNER, SO 
WE CAME 
SOUNDS LOOKING 
LIKE YOU’RE FOR YOU. 
TALKING 
ABOUT 
SOMETHING 


YEAH, 
LET'S 
LEAVE ‘EM 


es. fe roe ed ee Sie fas oe : 
Nay Vii ee 


=a 


Wie 
ore 
WA 


HEY NOW, 
I HEAR SOME 
BRAT THROWING 
A TANTRUM. 


{ 


ts 
RIAN TEA: 


YOU OKAY, 
FUSHI? 


WHY DON’T 
YOU TELL 
THE OTHERS 
HOW YOU 


oie ee 


.-- AND 
LEAVE ME 
BEHIND... 


~ 
SAV DON'T DIE 
is AND LEAVE 


WHAT’S 
THAT SUP- 
POSED TO 


IT’S OKAY, 
FU-CHAN. 


WHAT’RE \\ & / CUA | Ae A COSVLLE ALWAYS 
YOU TRYIN’ . f | 


< A 
SAC ope ‘ 
Fa ees xr ar a LLCS 


I GET IT. YOU 
WANT US TO 
KEEP LIVING, 
DYING, AND 
LIVING AGAIN 

LIKE YOU? 


LIKE, IF YOU 
WERE TO DIE 
ONE DAY, I’D 
BRING YOU 
BACK... IF 
YOU’D STAY 
HERE AGAIN/ 


\ \ 


Uy 


WHAT I’D 
LIKE... 


° * ‘ 
=f 


#150 Independence 


a 


SOMEBODY? 
HELP Me! 


NONE 
OF THEM 
UNDERSTAND 
BEcAUSE HOW I FEEL 


NYWAY. <2 WK I PROBABLY 
THEY’RE ANYWAY. DESTROYED 


EVERYONE’S 
IMAGE OF 


OH 
MAN... 


THAT 
MUST’VE 
SOUNDED SO 
PATHETIC... 


Like, ¥ 
WHAT WOULD 
THEY DO IF 
THEY WERE | I...LIKE 


THIS...? 


wHopo |= sos -{  SHOULDI 
IWANTTO | oO 407 TRY TO BE 
BE LIKE...? | a : LIKE...7 


YOU’RE 
BACK 
AGAIN? 


o ZG \ | an eS Wi ee . 7 
I CAN’T AiG os . WY \F fe ch 
{ BELIEVE FYE \_ |». wt AG nee 
ACTUALLY Sa u7) WAIT, ARE | KS 
TOOK ROOT \ : ae THESE... “ \ 
ooo FROM Lu 7 A 


THE EGGS |), > 
ILAID2! |KO OF 
MOMs 


OH YEAH, 
I’D BETTER 


COOKED 
PORK, AND 
CHOP SUEY... 


HUH? 
WHERE’RE 
YOU ALL 


-{ YOU AREN’T 
GOING INTO fi 
THE OCEAN, Ay. 

ARE YOU? (agiiss WC 


it 


pL 


YOU THINK 
YOURE 
DOING?! 
YOU EVIL 
CRAB!! 


THAT!! 
DON’T EAT 
SHUMAI!! 


QOL 2 * \ ak 
DE )N Wes SS, 
Vj i mi. Ab 


YOULL 
BE BETTER 


event \ 


Ai felt 


OVA Zaz 


s LatbE ECO S 
3 
“LEE 
EAS 
' 
oz t 


LLG 


{ 


if NS 


_..WAS SO! 
KIND... | 


.. RIGHT TO 
THE VERY 
END... - 


es 


THATTA 
BOY, FUSHI- Bm 


~f NOW YOU’RE 
ACTING LIKE A 
JUNIOR HIGH 
STUDENT 
SHOULD. 


FUSHI’S 
GONNA SPEND 
HIS DAY OFF 
SLEEPING~ 


WELL, IT 
DOES LOOK 
LIKE HE’S 
BEEN TRYING 
EXTRA HARD 
LATELY. 


78 


Soe 


Bre SOY | BY” AND THE YASS 
Ni | LY REST OF US JR NN 


SHOULD GET 
TO SLEEP 


HANG ON/ 
I WILL 
AFTER THIS 


g5e 


WELL, 
NOW (T'S 
| TIME FORA 
| COMMERCIAL | 


OH RIGHT, 
TAKE THIS, 


A TICKET TO 
TAKUNAHA. 


LI 
\ | 


REAL?! S— 


A 
TICKET TO 
TAKUNAHA 

vo? 


r 
AN EMPTY I WORKED 
SHELL HERE, AND PoUeHs: 

SO I COULD ° 


DOITIN 
SECRET. 


7 ) {  LGOT 
YOUNG BUT : THA ty RESTAURANT. 

YOU'RE ; : . SS a! ‘ ° 
AMAZING! : 


Dy yy 
kc. LN aps 


WHY 
DON’T YOU 

GO THIS 
SPRING 
BREAK? 


Wi j/ hi i ji 7 GOT A 
wy Pt PART-TIME 
JOB?! 


I DON’T 
HAVE TIME 
TO WASTE! 


I GOTTA ) See YOU! I’M SERIOUSLY, 
GO PACK! } of\) YS 33} | SO HAPPY S=\ FusuIz’ WAY 
IGT -MNER RIGHT | TO GO! 
NOW!! 


CAN WE USE 


THESE POWER 
Gi SGN STRIPS THERE? 
reteset OH, WHAT ABOUT | 
A SMARTPHONE, || 
PACK ANY- FUSHI? : 
is oe | 
YOU GONNA HAVE A LIGHT 
JUST HEAD JACKET? T’LL 
OVER AND LEND YOU ONE 
WAIT FOR OF MINE IF YOU 


ME THERE? WANT!! 


BON AND 
KAZUMITSU 
HELPED ME GET 
PERMISSION 
FROM THE 
SCHOOL... 


--- BECAUSE 
I WANT YOU 
TO LIVE THERE 
FOR AS LONG 
AS YOU LIKE. 


- \ Lee 
KN \ 
a 
“A 
a YOU AREN'T 2! 
<9) See 
Sy Vi YOU SURE YOU Af ft | 
“| woner start sawune| 7/7, ' 
: | 


LIKE A LITTLE BABY 
BECAUSE YOU MISS 
ME SO BAD? 


THAT’S 
WHAT 
THIS IS 


POO BENET OODOOOOE 106 
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U 


PLEASE 
STAY 
SINGLE, 
OKAY?! 


CONGRAT- 

ULATIONS 
ON GRAD- 
UATING. 


IT WAS AN 
INTERESTING 
PLACE FOR 


WHOA! 
CUT THAT 
OUT! I’M 

NOT GOOD 
WITH THAT 
SAPPY 
STUFF! 


YOU’RE 


COMING BACK 
ONCE A YEAR 
THOUGH, 
RIGHT? 


BUT I’LL 
MISS YOU 
SO MUCH. 


THAT 
WOULD BE 
A LITTLE 
DIFFICULT, 


LET’S 
MAKE IT 
ONCE A 


GU-CHAN? 


I’LL MAKE 
SURE I CAN 
COME BACK 
WHENEVER 
I NEED TO. 


ANYONE 
NEED MORE 


YOO-HOO/ 
YUKI-KUN// 
WE DROPPED 


EY NICE TO © Sa CORT ae 4 
MEET YOU, URS INN | = WELCOME, 
SIR~ MY ; 
ce RM IN thee MY OCCULT 
(gee \ HANNA~ AS CLUB 
SH FRIENDS// 


PHEW~ 
I’M SO GLAD 
SPRING BREAK 
COINCIDED WITH 
THE FLOWERS 
BLOSSOMING/ 


“| ny wh > 


RAS 5 aes 
fas 7 f 
Pa SS ‘ 4 
SS go sees EL 
8) Xe i RA 
©) 7 os 
a ook 
, J 


{ SOTHISIS \- 
YOUR PLACE, kL. 

HUH, VICE aes 
PRESIDENT?! /S- 


WHATS 
ae” 
ARE YOU WOUJHAVE} 
MAKING 


WHAT 


THERE? 


YOU’RE GOOD 
AT MAKING 


DUMPLINGS, 
AREN’T YOU?! 


pice fe] 


lvany 
Bat Ty : 
Woe 


jm iam im \ 


WHAT’S 
THE 
MATTER? 


-oIS MY 
-) YOUNGEST, | | 
i) KANITARO... 


WOW, WHAT 
A BIG CRAB 
BOY! DID YOU 
RAISE HIM? 


OF COURSE!! 
COME ON!! 

LET’S MAKE 
A HOUSE 

OVER HERE!! 


CAN YOU THE VICE 
REALLY PRESIDENT. 


HANNA- 
CHAN, 
OVER 

HERE// 


BUT SHE 
HASN’‘T 
BEEN TO 
SCHOOL 
LATELY... 


SOMETIMES, 
ABSENCE 
MAKES THE 
HEART GROW 
FONDER. 


ON, MESSAR.  ‘ — en \\S SC ene ae) ee 
YOU NEED TO = G 
LEARN PROPER 

SMOKING | 
ETIQUETTE. 


I PLAN TO 
EVENTUALLY WORK 
AS AN APPRENTICE 
TO A BLACKSMITH, 
BUT FOR NOW I’M 
MAKING THESE 
On SORTS OF THINGS 
INSTEAD OF 


.-e- BEFORE 
KAZUMITSU 
YELLS AT 

YOU. 


|, 


WHAT IS IT, 
DID YOU AN ASH- 


MAKE IT? TRAY? 


WHAT?! 
YOU GOT ME 


A BICYCLE?! HUH?! 
_ ™~ YOU'RE 
mm GIVING 

THIS TO 


ME?! 


THANKS, 
MESSAR!! 


Xe 
4 


\ 
y), is 
PPA FY  sust - ' 
Nye HAPPENED To \ = IN 
i \ YE S 
} IVEGOT Poo SN 


\ 
7 


SOME: fil, 
FEEL LIKE IT. A 4 | THING FOR 


4 ou. DIDNT 
\ SHAVE: TO SEE ‘ 
SS \MESOFF: YOU - 

: ““SHOULD‘VE 


NO, I __JUST.STAYED — 
COULDN'T HOME-AND, 
DO THAT. 


oe “TOOK IT: Easy. 


WELL, IF 


I’D GOTTEN OH, HAVE Y/ 
ANY MONEY, 5 ao YOU TRIED } 
I COULD’VE = THESE? / 
BOUGHT YOU 

PLENTY OF 


Y THEY'RE 


FEELS LIKE... STUFF RIGHT 
I HAVEN’T NOW. 


DONE MUCH GOOD. GET 
BIG-BROTHERLY BON TO BUY 
STUFF FOR YOU SOME 


se NSTIME 


SEPARATE 
WAYS... 


---WELL SEE 
EACH OTHER 
AGAIN... 
WON‘’T WE? 


BUT I’LL YEAH. 
DO MY 
BEST TO 
STICK IT 


WHY EVEN ASK, 
THOUGH, RIGHT?! 
YOU CAN GET TO 

TAKUNAHA IN UNDER 
TEN SECONDS, CAN’T 


YOU?! FUSHI!! 
ROOTING FOR 
YOU FROM 
OVER IN 
TAKUNAHA. 


O-OKAY, 
I’LL BUY 
ONE 
SOON/! 


Yeah, but I’ve gotta 
get used to this stuff. 


There’s no telling what kind of 
vehicles people’ll come up with 

in a hundred or a thousand years. 
We’ve gotta keep up with civilization. 


You and me both. 
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1 \ | 


\ 
i 


\ \ 
Ny 


KN 


= 
a 
t 
we 


eS 


\ 


THE (InNCOomInG 
FIRST-GRADERS, 
aaa ig 


Ny 
63, 


ig 
nw 


ge ‘ ay 

oes = ¥ 1 Sahar 

Bae | Ag oa ; 
eed 


\ ea eens 
TO ALL 


CONGRATLULA- 
TIONS On YOUR 


ce yy 


me 


A 
~ 


y 


WE 
WELCOME 


YOu TO 
MINAMOTO 


YOU’RE 
NOT SUPPOSED 
TO BRING STUFF 


NICE TO 
MEET YOU/! 


~ LIKE THAT TO FOR ME!! ewe 
Ss 7 FRIENDS// 
MOMMY TOLD 


YOU'VE GOT 
THINGS IN FE 
YOUR HAIR, | 


MY HAIR 


WITH THESE 


RIBBONS 
CAME Witt || ATTACHED, 
THIS, TOO!! ALLOWED. 


SINCE FIVE 
HUNDRED 
TEARS 
AGO! 


AQ A! 
\\ 


FIVE 
SENSEI! j epee 
WE'VE GOTA ne CM NOTIN 1 
LIAR IN THIS 
SCHOOL! 


I HOPE 
THINGS GO 
WELL FOR 


I’M SURE 
. SHE’LL 
. : BE FINE. 

GOING SHE’S THE 


THIS WAY. . SOCIABLE 
; : TYPE. 


IF ANYTHING 
HAPPENS, HE 
SHOULD BE 
ABLE TO TAKE 
CARE OF IT 
WITH CASH. & 


DID YOU 
SEE THE 
SHEET? 
WE’RE IN 
THE SAME 
CLASS AGAIN, 
USHI-KUN. pay 


e 
Oa ¥ 


GAH! 
WE’RE IN A 
DIFFERENT 


YOU GUYS 
ARE CLOSE 
WITH MIZUHA, 
NAME ISN’T IN, SO 

ON HERE ee DID 
ANYWHERE. J |) ) jj, SOMETHING 


fi [ } if 
i 
Yat | HT 


SN, 
\. 


Ne 


a 


SOMETHING 
TO DO WITH |2 
244 HER FATHER’S | : 


WELL... 
{  iTwas Ss 
| SUDDEN... (repeal lisa 


YOU WEREN’T 
WEARING 
YOUR HAIR 
TIE, SOT 
THOUGHT 
SOMETHING 


MAYBE 
THEY 
ALREADY 
MOVED... 


I’VE BEEN 
KEEPING AN 
EYE ON THEIR 
PLACE, BUT 
I HAVEN’T SEEN 
ANY SIGNS OF 


LET’S GO. 
I DON’T 
THINK SHE’S 
GONNA 
ANSWER. 


COME TO 
} THINK OF IT, 
TOMORROW‘S 
MIZUHA-  , 
SENPAI’S aS THEN 


BIRTHDAY... woe | THERE'S ~——— BUT SHE Lo 


yA 
Sra OED 


I WANT TO 
SEE MIZUHA- 
SENPAI SMILE 

AGAIN. 


" (oo I'LL DO 
..TOMAKE\ | | || | WHATEVER 
HERsmiLe|  —éiCLSdSC( ‘S IT TAKES 


> fa Vy. TO SEE 
AGAIN... : | | Att ron THAT. 


OKAY, SAY 
CHEESE~ 


| 


DID YOU GREAT 


HAVE JOB, 
FUN? MARCH! 


OH? 
WHAT’S THE 
MATTER? 


MARCH, 
MIMORI GOES 
TO THIS 
SCHOOL, 
TOO. 


HMM? DID 
YOU SAY 
SOME- 

THING? 


THE ONE 
FUSHI-SAN 
MENTIONED 


WHAT’S 
THE 


WELL, I 
THINK SHE 
HAD A BAD 
TIME AT 
SCHOOL. 


IGOTA 
MESSAGE 
FROM 
GUGU. 


HE WANTS 
TO SEE 
MARCH ALL 
DRESSED 
UP. 


MAKING MUD 
BALLS WITH 
MIMORI-KUN. 


DID 
SOMETHING ¥ 
HAPPEN 
WITH YOU? 


THIS IS 
PERFECT 
TIMING. 


SHE WAS 
CRYING 
UNTIL A 

MOMENT 

AGO. 


I’M 
AFRAID 
SHE DIDN’T 
BUT ENJOY 
NOW SHE’S SCHOOL 
FINALLY VERY MUCH 


SMILING. 


BROUGHT 
THE WATER~ 


SOMETHING THAT 
REMAINED EVEN 
AFTER MIMOR/ 
LEFT. 


yey 


iy 
igi 


SOMETHING 
THAT MAKES A 

= ONNECTION EVEN 
ACROSS TIME, 


SOMETHING THAT 
BREAKS THE ICE 
BETWEEN PEOFLE. 


‘COME TO THINK OF IT, 
TOMORROW'S 
MIZUHA-SENPAI’S”... 


cod bh 
SEND HER 
A PRESENT. 


—_— 


vec ae? 


ta 


THE SECRET 

ATTENTION- 
GRABBING 

TECHNIQUE... 


HAPPY 
BIRTHDAY 
TO ME~JJ 


BIRTHDAY 
TO ME~/J 


HAPPY 
BIRTHDAY 


Xe 
ON 


oo THE I UNDER- 
PICTURES 3 STAND 


OUT NOW, "Te \i HOW TO 


FUSHI? =f. [| I/ GET... 
WHATS = RANE ks | : 
WITH THE 
COMPUTER? | 


I WANT TO 
GET IZUMI- 
SAN‘S 
PICTURES 


PASS- 
WORD? DO 
YOU KNOW 
WHAT THAT 


YOU GIVING 
THEM TO 

MIZUHA- 

SENPAI? 


Typo 


MIZUHA’S 


DIDNT MOTHER... | 
WANT TO 
YEAH, FORGET THESE 
I’LL BET SIGHTS. 


NOT. 


ALL RIGHT! 
THAT’S ALL 
OF ‘EMI!! 


WHAT’RE 
MIZUHA- YOU GUYS 
SENPAI A M\ \ DOING? 
BIRTHDAY | 


i 
A PHOTO PRESENT! 


ALBUM!! 


ICE 2 HMM, 
OH, CRAPL REE, I THINK IT 
SCHOOL! SHOULD BE 


CUTER. 


A BUNCH OF 
STICKERS 
YESTERDAY, 
SO I’LL PUT 
THEM ON IT// 


IT LOOKS 
PRETTY 
GOOD FOR 
SOMETHING 
WE MADE IN 
ONE NIGHT. 


¥ 


CESS 


Lo 


qo anse 
Ue soe 


a 


‘? 
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WHAT 
WERE YOU 
UP TO 


NOTHING 


I DON’T 
BUT L 
PW Nt ag DON’T KNOW 
Woces WHAT WE 
ABOUT IT CAN DO... 
THAT MUCH, 


THEN DO 
YOU KNOW 
WHAT SHE’S 
DOING NOW, 
FUSHI-KUN? 


YOU KNOW... 
SINCE MIZUHA 
JUST VANISHED 
ON US... I WAS 
WONDERING 
IF WE SHOULD 
REALLY LEAVE 
THINGS LIKE 
THIS. 


I THINK 
WHAT SHE’S 
DOING |S MORE 
IMPORTANT 
THAN WHERE 
SHE IS... 


——r1' 


OH... I 
WANTED 
THEIR 
aN ADVICE... 


I WAS JUST 
CATCHING 
THEM UP ON 
EVERYTHING 
THAT’S 
HAPPENED/ 


i / ee 


\ 


LET’S 
KEEP IT MANAGE TO ee 

1 DON’ 
SIMPLE/ KNOW WHAT 


TO SAY. 


YOU 
WANNA SEE 
MIZUHA-SENPAI aieve 
AGAIN, DON’T WE SAID I DON’T 
YOU, PRESIDENT {THE WRONG KNOW WHAT 
2! F 7 4 
HANNA?: PROBABLY BE eee. 


THE END OF 
IT ALL... 


BUT I 
THINK ALL WE 
NEED TO DO IS 
REMIND HER 
THAT THERE 
ARE PEOPLE 
WORRIED 
ABOUT HER. 


re 4 
WANT TO 
SEE HER 
AGAIN!! 


! 
Holt 


i 


-eeWHO PUT 
THIS IN OUR 
MAILBOX. 


I DID 
MAKE HER 
A BIRTHDAY 
PRESENT... 


THEN 
COME ON/ SHE 
MIGHT NOT LET 
US IN, BUT WHY 

DON’T WE GO TO 
MIZUHA-SENPAI’S 
HOUSE?! 


WE HAVE 
NO PLANS 
TO RETURN 


ARE YOU 
HER FATHER? 
THAT’S A 
BIRTHDAY 
PRESENT 
FOR MIZUHA- 
SENPAI!/ 


SHE WILL 
NOT BE 
BACK. 


a 
%, NX 


a aw 
7 le ay 
Le 
GLA < 


SORRY, 
BUT I’M SURE 
SHE WOULD 
REFUSE IT. 


SHE HAS 
CAST OFF 
HER PAST. 


SOMEWHERE 
YOU KIDS 
COULD NOT 
REACH HER, 
EVEN IF 
\ I TOLD YOU. 


TOMORROW, 
I AM LEAVING 
WITH MY 
DAUGHTER. 


WE ARE 
GOING FAR 
ENOUGH AWAY 
THAT YOU CAN 
NO LONGER 
PLAY 
I HOPE “FRIENDS.” 


THAT YOU 


UNDERSTAND. 


IIt2 


IT LOOKS 
LIKE THERE’S 
NO POINT IN 


NICE OF HIM 
TO BRING IT 
BACK TO US. 


OH, THIS 
FELL OUT. 


HUH? BUT 
I STUCK ALL 
THE PICTURES 
IN REAL GOOD, 


IS THAT . 
ANYWAY? [> >” 


“i, 


WHAT? I 
THINK WE’D 
BETTER 
JUST GIVE 
UP ON 


I THINK 
I’M GONNA GO 
SEE MIZUHA 
AFTER ALL... 


YOU’D 
ONLY BE 
BOTHERING 


HAVEN‘T 
< TOLD HER 
| HOW I 


ne 1, 


SHOULD SO/ I'M 
DEFINITELY NS GOING TO 
2 ae SEE HER, 

ow, TOO!! 


BECAUSE 
THIS IS 
MY LAST 
= CHANCE/! 


c WE'LL BE 

ne ame RIGHT THERE 
(eee TO CHEER 
YOU ON! 


ep 


a 


4) (ea 


LAST WEEK, 

THE INTERNATIONAL 
UIPROOTER ALLIANCE 
TEMPORARILY CEASED 

(TS UPROOTING 


Vi THE 
ENVIRONMENTAL 


PROTECTION 
GROUPS PROBABLY 


ji FIERCELY OPPOSED 
XN YES, THE (T BECAUSE THE ACTIVITIES. WHAT OUR GUEST 
{ GREAT TREE Po. REDUCTION DO YOU BELIEVE TODAY (5 SPRING 
\ UR EDRIE s V1) FLWenceD THIS ROLL-SAN FROM 
A SYMBOL OF GOALS STILL HAVE DECISION? THE TASTY PEACH 
EnviRon- NOT BEEN MET... Z FOUNDATION, A 
PROTECTION | MAN 4NOWLEDGE- 
aie ABLE ABOUT THE 


RENRIL ROOT 
REMOVAL (SS.ieE. 
THANK YOLI FOR 
COMING TODRY. 


HEY, GRAMPS, 
THE CAN YOU TELL 
PRINCIPAL IS BON-SAN NOT 
FURIOUS. TO SLACK OFF 
ON HIS JANITOR 


SPARE BODY 


WHY IN THE 
SHOULD JANITOR’S 
ROOM TO 
MAKE IT 
’ Pape tintaeg EASIER TO 
I’M SKIPPING 
GET TO 
TODAY. i 


CAN YOU 
MAKE SURE 
IT’S STILL 
HIDDEN 


THE THING 
IS...I’M GONNA 
GO ASK MIZUHA- 
SENPAI OUT!/ 
TODAY’S MY 
LAST CHANCE// 


THIS IS AN 
IMPORTANT 
DAY. 


T SUPPOSED 
TO UNDER- 
STAND?! 


THEN IT’S 
FINALLY 
TIME TO 

ENTER THE 
ENEMY’S 

STRONG- 
HOLD/! 


THEY WENT TO 
HER GRAND- 
FATHER’S 
PLACE... 
BUT THEY’RE 
PROBABLY 
UNDER- 


THEY GROUND. 


TOOK THEIR 
CAR AND 
EVERY- 


PROBABLY 
CONNECTED 
TO THAT 
PLACE NIXON 
AND THE 
OTHERS 
WENT. 


WELCOME 
BACK, 
FUSHI. 

HOW'D IT 
GO? 


LET’S 


a Go!! 


FIGHT 
; O-R-C!! 
FIGHT, 0 
: FIGHT, 


A, FIGHT! 
| ) FIGHT, 
FIGHT!! 


\} 
{f / ~ 
i iC 


RIGHT?! OF COURSE 
YOU WANNA WE ARE! VICE 
1 TOO, PRESIDENT 
DONT YOU, YUKI’S LOVE 
SENPAI?/ LIFE IS RIDING 
i ON THIS/ 


EXCUSE 
ME, FUSHI// 
I’M THE 
LEADER OF 
THE OCCULT 


RESEARCH 


OH, WELL... 
FINE, BUT 
I’M SENDING 
YOU BACK 
THE SECOND 
IT GETS 
DANGEROUS. 


WELL, LET’S 


THEN THIS AT LEAST GO 


IS WHERE INTRODUCE 
, OURSELVES TO 
WE’LL HER GRAND- 


FATHER. 


NO. 
WHAT’S THE 
POINT OF 
INTRODUCING 
OURSELVES 
TO THE 
ENEMY? 


THE TUNNEL 
HAS A METAL 
DOOR ON IT. 
I COULD BREAK 
THROUGH IF 
NEED-BE, BUT 
IT’D TAKE TIME. 


AND THAT'S 


he yg & MY CUE- 

OVER THERE. ww THE BRAINS 
THE ONE y) “ (ae) OF THE 

FURTHEST TO | eae OPERATION. 


YOU CAN‘T 

THAT INTO A 

SEARCH BAR 
DUDE. 


ALLOW ME, 
SENBA, TO 


CONNECT TO 


THE ROOTS PINPOINT A 

THROUGHOUT : af ™ ROUTE ON 

THE TUNNELS AND (PR By oS /\ | OUR MAP. 
SENSE THE RIGHT a 


PLACE. 


AND THE 
PLACE THE 
ROOTS 
CAN’T 
ENTER... 


THEN... 
pr te YOU KNOW 


WHERE THESE WHAT’S 


ROOTS CAN UP AHEAD, 
GET IN. TOO?! 


I20O 


I21 


LOOKS 
LIKE A JOB 
FOR ME-THE 
BRAWNS OF 
THE OPERA- 


TAMAKI- 
KUN?! ARE 
YOU ALL 
RIGHT?! 


YAY, IT 
OPENED/! 


KNEW YOU 
COULD DO 
IT, FUSHI/ 


YOU THINK 
WE‘LL BE 
HOME 
BEFORE 
DARK? 


HERE ON, IT 
REALLY /S 
A MAZE. 


THE ONLY THING 
I CAN TELL IS THAT 
ALL THE PATHS LEAD 
TO METAL DOORS, 
AND WE WON’T KNOW 
WHERE THOSE LEAD L 
*% UNTIL WE OPEN 


; pit etettee, 
aaa gras 


RIGHT?! 
THE SPIRITS 
WILL OPEN A 
PATH FOR US 

WITH THIS// 


GATHER 
“ROUND, 
O.R.C.// 


THESE BOYS 
ARE ALWAYS 
PLAYING 
AROUND LIKE 
THIS. 


SPIRITS, 
O SPIRITS, 
HEED MY CALL// 
I DON’T CARE 
WHO IT IS, SOME- 
BODY JUST TELL 
US WHERE TO FIND 
MIZUHA-SENPAI// 


WHAT DO YOU 
MEAN? YOU 
CAN’T EVEN 

FIND THE GOAL 
WITH YOUR 
POWERS? 


SOUNDS 
LIKE IT’S 
FINALLY 
MY TIME 
TO SHINE/ 


I BROUGHT 


SOMETHING 
TO SHOW US 


THAT? IT 
LOOKS 
IMPRES- 


TON 
m 


THIS WAY! 
LET’S GET 


PROBABLY 
FEN AND 
NIXON// 


ii 
| 

<0 
RU 
Na ¢ 
a | 
ay 


AND NIXON 
TOLD US 
ABOUT? 


TO LET YOU 
SEE HER, IF 
POSSIBLE... 


THAT’S 
NASTY~ 


‘iia 
(Ny |v om 
YA 


ri 


BUT WE CAME 
ALL THIS WAY 
TOGETHER/! 


=f 
= an 
| 


i. 


LOOKS 
LIKE THE 
END OF 
\ THE LINE. 


...MIZUHA IS 
UP AHEAD?!) 


Aa 
5 


Bee eri 


| 
\ 


THOSE NOKKER 
DOORS WILL LET 
YOU THROUGH. 


YEAH, \| BE CAREFUL, 
AND YOU_ || FUSHI// MAKE 
eee A SPARE 
OTHERS, BODY JUST 


IN CASE/ 


s Ay 


Pr j 


WELCOME, 
FUSHI- 
SAMA!! 


“——~_ 
co™N X 


SS Pp 


\ / 
/ y \ 


Po y, 7 
J ufo St ES 
. Pe Ares 


f) 


pi’ 
y, 


4 
i : 
y ~ | 4 Ss IN 


8 
NSS 
EAE AES 

SAS \ 


YES~ 
I NEED 
TO RETURN 
SOME... 
CLEANING 
PRODUCTS? 


HUH? YOU 
WANT THE 
KEY TO THE 
JANITOR’S 
ROOM? 
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OH, THEN 
WOULD YOU 
MIND DROPPING 
OFF THAT EMPTY 
CAN OF KERO- 
SENE, TOO? 


HIS SPARE 
BODY ISN’T 


YEESH, 
SOMEONE 
ALWAYS HAS 


HIDDEN AT 


TO WATCH 
OUT FOR 


THAT B 


ALL! 
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WITH ALL THESE!! THIS 
IS ONE OF 

THOSE BOWS 
WE USED!! 


I WONDER 
WHERE /N 
THE WORLD 
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WHAT HE’S 
DOING... 


I KNOW 
IT’S LATE, BUT 
I’M HERE TO 
GIVE YOU THIS 
PRESENT. 


TO THESE. 
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I’M SORRY. 
SHE’S BEEN 
SO SELFISH 
LATELY. 


THEN 
WHAT DO 
YOU WANT, 
MIZUHA? 


THERE’S 
NO REAL 


FUSHI, 
MIZUHA. 
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HERE NOW 
IS JUST THE 
BODY OF 
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YOU I MET IN THE 
ACTUALLY PAST. 


WANT 
THAT? 


TALKING 
WITH ME 
RIGHT 


YOU'RE THE 
MIZUHA HERE, 
RIGHT? 
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HURTS 
MIZUHA. 


UNTIL IT 
APARADISE, \ 
HER BODY AND 
SOUL WILL SIMPLY 
HAVE TO REMAIN 


WHAT 
DO YOU REALLY 
REALLY 
THINK? 


EVERYONE 
WANTS YOU 


YOU MEAN 
THAT TIME 

YOU TURNED SO! I'VE 
TURTLE? TOTALLY 


CRIED// 


I CAN’T 
TRUST YOU 
ANYWAY, 


NO MATTER 
WHAT YOU SAY, 
IT DOESN’T 
RING TRUE. 


LOOK. YOU’VE 
MADE IT SO 
YOU CAN ESCAPE 
ANYTIME YOU 
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WRONG, 
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PROTECT 
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REMEMBER 
ALL OF IT... 
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/ WHY DON’T 
WE GET 
STARTED? 


HAPPY 
BIRTHDAY ) 
TO YOU~ << 
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DEAR 
MIZUHA~ 
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IT’S RUDE 
TO SAY 
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-oelIN FRONT 
OF YOUR 
MOTHER 

AND GRAND- 


FATHER... 


YOU DON’T 
BELONG 
HERE, 
MIZUHA!! 


WE WANT 
YOU TO 
COME 
BACK!! 
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ALL TALK. 
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WE CAME 
ALL THIS 
WAY TO 
SEE YOU!! 
DOESN'T 
THAT PROVE 
. ANYTHING?! } 


WE ALL 
WORKED 
TOGETHER 
TO FIND YOU 
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DOCTOR, UNHEALTHY. 
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ADVICE. POROSIS. 


I DON’T 
KNOW...HOW 
YOU WERE 
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MIZUHA... 
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WANT TO DO 
WHATEVER } 
I CAN FOR cook CAN‘T 
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NEED TO DO 
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A SINGLE HANNA. 
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SMELLS 
LIKE RANCID 
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DELECTABLE AS 
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YOU HAD BETTER 
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SENPAI, BEFORE 
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STINK, TOO. 
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HE ALWAYS 
ACTS WEIRD, 
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HE’S 
ACTING 
WEIRD? 
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HERE, FUSHI/ 
I HAD A HELL 
OF A TIME 
CLEANING UP 
YOUR MESS! 
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YOU FINISH 
WHATEVER 
YUKI HAD 
YOU DOING? 


WHAT’S 
THE 
MATTER, 
TONARI- 
SAN? 
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YOU’RE 
THE ONLY 
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THE TIME. 
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I’M GONNA 
HIT THAT 
THING WITH 
ANOTHER 
ONE!! 


GET OUT 
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WAY, 
LOSER!! 
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HOLD IT, 
TONARI-SAN// 
WHAT IN THE 
WORLD ARE 
YOU DOING?! 
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HAPPENING?! 
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YOU’VE 


ALREADY 
REALIZED, 
HAVEN’T 
YOU, FUSHI? 
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EVEN WITHOUT 
NOKKERS, 
HUMANS CAN 
BE PLENTY 


THE NATURE UNHAPPY. 
OF THOSE 
WITH BODIES 
OF FLESH. 


WE NOKKERS 
HAVE, THUS 
FAR, BEEN 
COMPENSATING 
FOR THOSE 
BODIES’ 
DEFICIENCIES. 


WE HAVE 
GRANTED 
OUR CHARITY 
TO ONLY THE 
UNHAPPY 
HUMANS. BUT 
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IT’S FULL 
OF NOK- 
KERS!! 


YIKES!! 
WHAT ARE 
THESE?! 
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WH-WHAT 
ARE YOU 


DOING?! 
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IS THAT... 
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I’D LIKE TO 
CONNECT TO 
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WOULD YOU 
MIND TELLING 
ME THE 
PASSWORD? 
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I DON’T 


BELIEVE 
IT.+0d! 


WORLD IS 
THAT?! 


UST LIKE 
FUSHI// 
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IT LOOKS 
LIKE WE 
HAVE A FEW 
SURVIVORS. 


H-H-HEY/ 
WHAT DO 
WE DO?! 
THE COPS?! 
AN AMBU- 
LANCE?! 


.-o WHATS 
THAT SMELL? 
IT SMELLS LIKE 
RANCID WATER! 


GAH!! 


. REALIZED... IT 
I ALREADY WAS JUST US, 
TOUCHED | . RIGHT? WE’RE 
TANA-SEN// THE ONLY ONES 
THAT DIDN’T 
GET SOAKED... 


N-NOTHING 
HAPPENED 
TO YOU, 
SO YOU’RE 
PROBABLY 
SAFE/! 


THIS WAY, 
EVERY- 
BODY!! 


SCHOOL!! 


WE CAN‘T 
THING 
WREAK 
TOWN!!! 
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GO, 
LIGARD!! 


THE LITTLE ONES 
VERY MOBILE, SO 
THEY CAN’T MOVE 
QUICKLY UNLESS 
SOME LIQUID. 


YOU’RE 
GOING TO 
FIGHT IT?! 


YOU 
BRING 
WEAPONS 
TO SCHOOL. 


I RAISED 
INSIDE YOUR 


ITTY, CORPSE. 


BUT THEY 
HAD ONE 
MAJOR 
FLAW. 


CAUTIOUS 


THING THAT 
ME? 


THOUGHT OF 
SOMETHING 


THAT DOLL WILL 
KEEP MOVING 
UNTIL IT MAKES 
THE ENTIRE 
STUDENT BODY 
ITS PAWNS. 


EVERY 
TIME... 
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I DON’T 


KNOW WHAT 
EVERYONE 


IF YOU’RE 
TREATING 
LIFE 
LIGHTLY... 


THINK ILL 
LET YOU GO 
BECAUSE 
YOU'RE 
CRYING? 


OF 
COURSE... 


ARE YOU 
SAYING YOU’RE 
GOING TO KILL 

EVERYONE? 


MIZUHA I KNOW 
LIKES TO EAT 
CREPES... 
SHE SMILES WHEN 
HER MOTHER 
PRAISES HER... // 
THAT'S THE REAL 
MIZUHA! 
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7 ASSUME WE WILL QUESTION, 
ALL BE FREED IF I MAY? 
IF TONARI-SHI IS 
ABLE TO DEFEAT 
THAT FUSHI 
PUPPET? 


EVEN IF 
THE OTHERS 
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FACULTY OFFICES, 
CALL FOR HELP, 
AND THEN MEET 

BACK UP WITH 

TONARI-SAN. 
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BUNCH OF 
BLADES... 
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THAT 
TONARI 
GIRL...? 
SHE’S 
FIGHTING 
ON HER 
OWN. 


DON’T 
YOU THINK 
WE SHOULD 
STICK 
AROUND 
AND HELP? 
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1\ YOU OUTTA HERE// 


ANY HELP// 


BUT NOW ALL 
YOU’‘RE DOING 
IS WATCHING 
QUIETLY WHILE 
YOUR FRIENDS 
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{| FULLY ACTUALIZE 
FEELS 
INCREDIBLE. 
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ALREADY? i 
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YOU SHOULDN’T 
HAVE TRIED TO 
ACT COOL. YOU 
SHOULD HAVE 
KEPT THROWING 
TANTRUMS TO 
GET YOUR WAY. 
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IF YOU 

HAD DONE 

THAT, YOU 

COULD’VE 

TAKEN OUT 

THAT FLESH 
PUPPET 
EASILY. 


WHETHER 
THEY STAY 
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AWAITING 

THEM IS 


EVEN WITHOUT 

THE NOKKERS, 

rt THEY’LL JUST 
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THEMSELVES!! 
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HEY, 

V  THAT’S NOT 
FAIR, PAPA. 
YOU CAN’T 

JUST RETURN 
TO PARADISE 
WITHOUT US. 
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HEY! WH- 
WHAT ARE 
YOU DOING, 


IN THERE, 
EVERYONE// 
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